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Radcliffe Institute Interim Dean
Higgins professor of natural sciences Bar-
bara J. Grosz, a computer scientist, has
been named interim dean of the Radcli≠e
Institute for Advanced Study. She suc-
ceeds Drew Gilpin Faust, who

became presi-
dent of Harvard
e≠ective July 1.
Grosz has been
deeply involved
in the Radcli≠e
Institute since
September 2001,
when she be-

came dean of science—recruit-
ing fellows from scientific disci-
plines, arranging for them to
continue laboratory work as
necessary, and building relation-
ships with researchers through-
out Harvard.

Science across the Schools
The Corporation has approved
creating a new department of
developmental and regenerative
biology, the first academic de-
partment based in more than one of the
University’s schools. The venture, joining
personnel from the Faculty of Arts and
Sciences (FAS) and Harvard Medical
School (HMS), is the initial result of the
University’s interdisciplinary science-
planning e≠orts (see “For Science and En-
gineering, New Life,” March-April, page

65). The new department
(an institutional home for
the Harvard Stem Cell In-
stitute, with the power to
make faculty appoint-
ments and with teaching
responsibilities) is co-
chaired by Cabot profes-
sor of the natural sciences
Douglas Melton and Jor-
dan professor of medicine
David Scadden. It is ex-
pected to be based in the
first new Harvard science
building in Allston. Sepa-
rately, President Derek
Bok appointed the mem-
bers of the Harvard Uni-

versity Science and Engineering Commit-
tee, the oversight and administrative body
endorsed and funded by the Corporation
in January; it is chaired by Provost Steven
E. Hyman and includes the deans of FAS,
HMS, and the schools of public health and
of engineering and applied sciences; the
Radcli≠e Institute’s dean of science; sev-
eral faculty members; and representatives
from five Harvard-a∞liated hospitals and

medical research centers.
Neurobiologist Kathleen
Buckley, associate pro-
vost for science, assumes
added responsibility as

director of acade-
mic a≠airs for 
interdisciplinary
science. Finan-
cial manager Russ
Porter, who had
been executive
director of FAS’s
life-sciences divi-
sion, becomes as-
sociate provost
and director of
administration for the interdis-
ciplinary initiatives.

Private-Public Partnership
Harvard Business School and the
Kennedy School of Government
have created an integrated three-
year master’s-degree program.
Students will earn a master of
business administration/master of
public policy (M.B.A./M.P.P.) de-

gree or an M.B.A./master in public admin-
istration-international development
(M.P.A.-I.D.) degree. Applicants for the
program, which will enroll students in the
fall of 2008, must be admitted to both
schools. They will complete each school’s
required core curriculum during their ini-
tial two years of study, and then assemble a
third year from electives plus two new in-
tegrative courses focusing on business-
government collaboration. The initiative
succeeds a program under which students
could earn separate degrees concurrently
from the two schools.

Global Health’s Gates Connection
Christopher Murray, founding director of
the Harvard Initiative for Global Health
(see “Global Health Aims HIGH,” Janu-
ary-February 2005, page 61), has de-
camped for the University of Washington.
Murray, former Saltonstall professor of
population policy and professor of social
medicine, had hoped his research—which 
is focused on the e∞cacy of health pro-
grams—would be funded by an antici-

B r e v i a

MASS HALL MOVES. Massachusetts Hall,
home both to Harvard’s president during
working hours and, on its upper floors,
dorm rooms for 18 to 24 freshmen, was sold
by the Faculty of Arts and Sciences to the
University’s central administration a year
ago. The sale had long been rumored; the
president’s immediate staff is shoehorned
into the office space, and the provost’s and
vice presidents’ staffs are housed in
Holyoke Center. It is unknown whether the
upper-floor space will be renovated into 
offices, as was planned a couple of years
ago; for now, according to Harvard College
dean Benedict H. Gross, the plan is to use
the student rooms for upperclassmen or for
temporary residential swing space. The
days of housing the president below 
freshmen, however, are apparently over.

Douglas
Melton

JU
S

T
IN

 ID
E

/H
A

R
V

A
R

D
 N

E
W

S
 O

F
F

IC
E

David  
Scadden

JU
S

T
IN

 ID
E

/H
A

R
V

A
R

D
 N

E
W

S
 O

F
F

IC
E

Barbara J.
Grosz

R
O

S
E

 L
IN

C
O

LN
/H

A
R

V
A

R
D

 N
E

W
S

 O
F

F
IC

E

Kathleen
Buckley S

T
E

P
H

A
N

IE
 M

IT
C

H
E

LL
/H

A
R

V
A

R
D

 N
E

W
S

 O
F

F
IC

E

Russ Porter

S
T

E
P

H
A

N
IE

 M
IT

C
H

E
LL

/H
A

R
V

A
R

D
 N

E
W

S
 O

F
F

IC
E



70 July -  August 2007

J O H N  H A RVA R D ’ S  J O U R N A L

P h o t o g r a p h  b y  J i m  H a r r i s o n

pated gift of $100 million or more from
Oracle Corporation chief executive
Lawrence J. Ellison. Those funds were not
forthcoming. Now a $105-million grant
from the Bill & Melinda Gates Founda-
tion—the principal philanthropic funding
source for global-health programs—will
help create the Institute for Health Met-
rics and Evaluation, which Murray will
direct.

Summers’s Settlement
The University disclosed in its annual
filing as a tax-exempt organization that
as part of his settlement upon resigna-
tion as president last year, Lawrence H.
Summers, now Eliot University Profes-
sor, received a 20-year, $1-million loan to-
ward the purchase of his new home in
Brookline. The loan requires no pay-
ments until August 2010, payments of in-
terest only from then until August 2014,
and then of principal and interest. He
also received a one-year paid sabbatical,
“future salary supplements totalling less
than one year’s salary” when he resigned,
and reimbursement for legal, moving,
and miscellaneous expenses.

Nota Bene
Aesthetics and economics. The little-used
ground-floor economics library in Littauer
Center closed in June, and will emerge as
the (long-term) temporary home of the
fine-arts library. That collection is being
displaced as part of the
preparations to reno-
vate the Fogg Art Mu-
seum-Busch-Reisinger
complex, a multiyear
project scheduled to
begin in 2008. 

Pro arte. James R.
Houghton ’58, M.B.A.
’62, Senior Fellow of
the Harvard Corpor-
ation, and his wife,
Maisie Kinnicutt
Houghton ’62, have
endowed the Harvard
University Art Mu-
seum’s curatorship 
of contemporary art;

James Houghton is chair
of the Metropolitan Mu-
seum of Art board, and a
trustee of the Pierpont
Morgan Library. Sepa-
rately, David Rockefeller,
S.B. ’36, LL.D. ’69, estab-
lished the new Abby
Aldrich Rockefeller cura-
torship of Asian art, re-
flecting appreciation in
the endowment he cre-
ated 50 years ago to create
a professorship in honor
of his mother, who was
deeply involved in the
Museum of Modern Art
from its inception—a
tradition that he has continued.

Strike season. Perhaps emulating hunger
strikers at Stanford and the University of
Vermont, Harvard students conducted a
nine-day end-of-term hunger strike in
support of security guards, represented
by the Service Employees International
Union, who were in contract negotiations
with AlliedBarton, an outside contractor.
Two students were hospitalized for low
sodium levels. The University restated its
policy that contractors must satisfy com-
pensation parity standards established in
2001, and agreed to audit the company’s
compliance, but declined to weigh in on
the negotiations. Other protests during

the spring resulted 
in the arrest by Har-
vard police of four stu-
dents who interrupted
a speech by FBI direc-
tor Robert S. Mueller
III at the Kennedy
School—charges were
dropped at the Univer-

sity’s request—and a show of opposition
to Attorney General Alberto Gonzales,
J.D. ’82, during his twenty-fifth Harvard
Law School reunion. It was followed by a
letter critical of his administration signed
by 56 classmates and published in the
Washington Post.

Literary link, mind measure. The Fac-
ulty of Arts and Sciences voted on April
10 to discontinue the standing commit-
tee on degrees in literature and to merge
it into the department of comparative lit-
erature, under the new name of litera-
ture and comparative literature. Under-
graduate degrees will continue to be
awarded in literature, and graduate de-
grees in comparative literature. On May 1,
the faculty approved changing the
Mind/Brain/Behavior program from an
interdisciplinary committee to a full-
fledged instructional committee o≠ering
its own courses.

Miscellany. Enel, an Italian energy com-
pany, has endowed the environmental
economics program at the Kennedy
School of Government with a $5-million
gift.…As of mid May, nearly 80 percent of
applicants o≠ered admission to the Col-
lege class of 2011 had accepted, compara-
ble to the prior year’s result; women con-
tinue to outnumber men, 826 to
804.…Final agreement has been reached to
return to the Danilov Monastery in
Moscow the bells now hanging in the
Lowell House tower, in return for newly
cast replicas (see “Bell Swap,” November-
December 2006, page 88); the exchange is
expected to be e≠ected in the summer of
2008.…Bass professor of English and
American literature and language Louis
Menand will be one of 15 fellows at the
New York Public Library’s Cullman Cen-
ter for Scholars and Writers during the
2007-2008 academic year.…U.S. News &
World Report ranked Harvard Business
School the best graduate business pro-
gram; Harvard Medical School the best
research institution in its field; Harvard
Law School tied with Stanford for second
(behind Yale); and Harvard Graduate
School of Education third (behind Co-
lumbia’s Teachers College and Stanford).

INSTALLATION:
SAVE THE DATE.
Drew Gilpin Faust 
will be formally 
installed as president
on Friday, October 12,
in Tercentenary 
Theatre. The academic
procession is 
scheduled to begin at
2:00 P.M., and the 
ceremony at 2:30.
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